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Growing Entrepreneurs, One Idea at a Time Since 2014

Investing in Educational Excellence Pays Off
The LFHS Foundation partnered with Lake Forest High School in the fall of 2014 to create the Business Incubator.
This Junior level Honors course in the Business Department offers students a unique opportunity to become true
entrepreneurs by creating and developing their own product or service. Students are coached and mentored by
entrepreneurs and business experts from our community and beyond. During the year long course, student
teams learn about ideation, marketing, accounting, human resources, as well as the legal and financial aspects
of running a business. To further inspire creativity, a customized classroom called the Innovation Incubator has
been designed to ignite brainstorming and foster collaboration as students develop products and services for
the real world. “Think of a problem that needs solving, and you’ve got the beginnings of a new business idea,” is
what instructor Joe Pulio says at the beginning of each new year in BI. The course culminates in Pitch Night, a
Shark-Tank style event where select student teams have the opportunity to present their innovative ideas to a
Board of Directors for the chance to earn prize money for their businesses. Teams that are awarded funding
during Pitch Night then have the option to continue on with the process of starting up their business during the
next year by enrolling in the Business Accelerator – a Senior level Honors business class.

“You guys have
literally changed the
way kids learn in our
department! We are
all so grateful for the
Foundation and
people like you!”
~ Joe Pulio, Business Incubator Instructor
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$25K Invested in at Pitch Night 2020
On June 3, 2019 four teams did
their best to persuade the audience
to invest in their businesses. All
four teams presented polished
pitches and three walked away
with some funding. The LFHS
Foundation had agreed up front to
provide $10,000 in prize money.
During the event other investors
Dignified Designs Team at Pitch Night
stepped up to provide an additional
$15,000. Dignified Designs was awarded the Foundation Cup and $13,500, Solis
UVC Purifications was awarded Best Pitch and $4,500 and PureGear left with
$7,000 in funding.

Post Pitch Night Updates
Dignified Designs was chosen as a finalist and competed over this past summer
at the INCubatoredu National Pitch Competition. They are the 2nd team in a
row from LFHS that has been chosen as a finalist. This year they were up against
40 other teams!!
Heaven ‘n Heels persisted in spite of leaving the Pitch Night stage with no
funding. This team wasn’t ready to give up on their modular shoe that converts
from a high heel to a flat. They set up a GoFundMe page and raised enough
capital to move on to the Accelerator Course.

Solis Got Granted!
After rising to the top of thousands of applicants, the SOLIS team is headed to
Austin, Texas, to an international competition for start-up funding for their
business idea. A true testament to the success of our partnership with LFHS
supporting the Business Incubator from the start in 2014. LFHS Foundation is
proud to support them by funding a grant for travel and marketing expenses for
their trip to the SXSW EDU Student Start-Up Pitch Competition. They are the
first team of students representing Lake Forest High School at this international
competition. The SXSW EDU Student Start-Up Pitch Competition brings
together high school students to pitch their new business ideas, giving the
students valuable exposure to potential investors, and a chance to turn their
creative ideas into new-business start-ups.

"We are so excited to see what this opportunity will do for us, the incubator program, and Lake Forest
High School. Thank you again for your support!" - The SOLIS Team: Dylan, Jeremy, Ally and Chase.

This team has invented something quite
simple, but vital. SOLIS is a portable
water purification bottle that first uses
high powered ultraviolet light to kill
99.9999% of all bacteria, viruses, and
microorganisms, and then a micron filter
to remove all sediments from the water
in the bottle as you drink. The purification
process is fast and dependable: simply
pour water from any source into the
bottle, press the button on the cap, and
wait 60 seconds for clean water. Made of
lightweight aluminum, the 850ml bottle is
easily carried or stored in a backpack for
use on a nearby hiking trail or while
traveling abroad – anywhere that clean
drinking water is essential.
“This has been so exciting for us, every
step of the way,” Dylan said. “Most
amazing is how we all bring different skills
to the table. Chase Rupprecht is our
engineer and scientist. He loves working
with the product companies to figure out
how to make it work. Ally Page
understands the marketing and sales
dynamics, Jeremy Hughes is very creative
and great at research, and I enjoy the
business and finance end,” he said.
The first prototype was created in a
basement during the spring of 2019.
Today, team member Chase is actively
handling conference calls with engineers
and designers from across the US and
Canada to make sure that the second
version of the SOLIS prototype will be
designed to their exacting standards and
ready for launch at the SXSW EDU
Student Start-Up Pitch Competition on
March 11, 2020.
“From our first meeting with Chase, Ally,
Dylan Cofer and Jeremy, we could see the
passion they had to make SOLIS a true
business,” the team’s mentor Nikki
Rhomberg said. “Austin is one of the tech
capitals of the nation – for both
established businesses and start-ups,”
Rhomberg added. “To spend four days
among educators and businesses,
receiving mentoring and coaching from
some of the top professionals in the
fields, will allow the students
opportunities that are not available to
most businesspeople.”
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